
SmallBusiness
Programs



Kentucky had 70,941 small 
business employers in 2005, representing 
97.1% of the state�s employers and 
50.3% of its private-sector employment. 
Small businesses created 60% of the 
state�s net new jobs from 2004 to 2005.

Source: Most recent data from the Small 
Business Administration

Small business
has created roughly two of 
every three net new jobs in the 
United States since at least the 
early 1970s. 

Source: National Federation of 
Independent Business
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4 Bowling Green Area Chamber of Commerce

SmallBusiness
Programs
You can grow your business by connecting with 
the Chamber! The Chamber recognizes the 
economic impact of small business and provides 
many services to enhance our small business 
partners� success. 

Our Chamber partnership is primarily made up 
of small businesses, with almost 90% of our 
partners having 100 or fewer employees. This 
booklet summarizes many of the Chamber�s 
small business programs. We encourage you to 
participate in these programs as they have been 
established with small business needs in mind.
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Business After Hours are a great 
opportunity to make face-to-face 
contacts and to distribute business 
cards in a relaxed, social atmosphere. 
At these monthly events you can 
network and meet other Chamber 
partners and guests. You can make 
new contacts, renew acquaintances 
and exchange business information 
while enjoying heavy hors d�oeuvres. 
Each has an average attendance 
of 75-125. Event dates, time and 
locations for the year are promoted 
on page two of the Chamber 
Connection newsletter and can be

found on the Chamber�s Calendar of 
Events at www.bgchamber.com. 

Small businesses can sponsor a 
Business After Hours event! Contact 
our Partnership Development 
Director at 781-3200 for additional 
information.

�I learned quickly when I opened my own
business that anything that saved me time 
and money was high on my priority list. The 
Chamber became my best friend. I found 
that I could build my client base more 
quickly in a couple of hours at Business 
After Hours than other tactics I�d tried.�

�TOM MaRSh, Proforma Cornerstone 
Concepts, LLC

Business After Hours
Cost: No additional cost to attend; included in your Chamber partnership
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Some of the most popular events for 
our Chamber are Coffee Hours, where 
you can enjoy a full breakfast and 
network with more than 300 people. 
The program includes a motivational 
or informative speaker on current 
topics or professional interests. 
Coffee Hours occur monthly, with 
the exception of January, July and 
December. Watch for upcoming Coffee 
Hour details monthly on the cover of 
the Chamber Connection newsletter, 
and all dates for the year are listed on 
the Chamber�s Calendar of Events at 
www.bgchamber.com.

Small businesses can sponsor
a Coffee Hour!

Contact our Partnership
Development Director at 781-3200
for additional information.

�Sometimes we get busy and can�t attend
everything we�d like with the Chamber, 
but we always make it a point to attend 
the Coffee Hours. With so many people in
attendance, there are always new faces.
The full breakfast being covered by the 
sponsor is just another perk!�

�DaNiEl & MichEllE GaRREtt,
Scrubs-N-More, LLC

Coffee Hour
Cost: No additional cost to attend; included in your Chamber partnership
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Leadership Bowling Green is an 
eight-month leadership development 
program during which you will build 
new relationships and develop your 
leadership skills while learning more 
about our community. Applications 
are made available each year in 
January. The program, made up of 25-
30 individuals, involves nine sessions 
during which the class studies the 
community�s strengths and challenges 
through lectures, discussion, tours and 
role-playing activities. Once individuals 
graduate from the program they are 
encouraged to join the Leadership 
Bowling Green Alumni Association.

Two full scholarships or four partial 
scholarships are available for employees 
of small businesses and not-for-
pro�t organizations. The Leadership 
Bowling Green Advisory Board reviews 
the applications and determines 
the recipients based on number of 
scholarships available and �nancial 
assistance needs outlined.

Contact our Program Director at       
781-3200 for additional information.

�I developed relationships with other 
outstanding leaders in our community while 
learning so much more about the businesses, 
governmental and service agencies, tourism, 
and education within our region. I loved it!�

�DEbbY PEEPlES, Neal Turner Realty

Leadership Bowling Green
Cost: $1,000 tuition
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5 Minute Networkingfi

Cost: $25 per session
Imagine an event where you can introduce 
yourself (and your business) to a new person 
every �ve minutes! 5 Minute Networking is a 
�speed-networking� event that provides our 
partners with the opportunity to meet other 
partners, one-on-one, in 5-minute increments. 
During the period, participants can describe 
their respective business, exchange business 
cards, and pass on helpful referrals.

Lunch is provided.

Contact our Partnership Development Director 
at 781-3200 for additional information.

�When this program rolled out, I went to the 5 Minute 
Networking event just to see how it all worked.  Now 
I go any chance I get because it is truly a great way to 
meet other business folks and promote my business.      
I can see why this is such a popular program.�

�ANgEla SaNFORd, New York Life Insurance Company

Ribbon Cuttings/
Groundbreakings
Cost: No additional cost to attend;
included in your Chamber partnership
Host Chamber partners at your business 
and share about your company! The 
Chamber will coordinate the ceremony 
for your grand opening, relocation and 
signi�cant anniversary. The Chamber 
forwards more than 1,400 invitations 
to our email invitation list, prepares 
the agenda, brings the big scissors (or 
shovel) and camera, takes a picture 
of the event and publishes it in the 
Chamber Connection newsletter.

Contact our Partnership Development 
Assistant at 781-3200 for guidelines 
and additional information. 

�I just wanted to say thank you to the 
Chamber for your help with my ribbon 
cutting. The Bowling Green Area Chamber 
of Commerce is a great organization, and I 
cannot say enough good things about it.�

�TiM CORZatt, Monitor Closely.com



7Small Business Programs

Strategic Business Alliance
Cost: No additional cost to attend;
included in your Chamber partnership
You will receive valuable training 
and staff development at no 
additional cost because you are a 
small business! The Strategic Business 
Alliance was created speci�cally 
for small businesses and not-for-
pro�ts to pool their resources and 
connect to enhance opportunities 
related to similar needs for training 
and business development. The 
Alliance coordinates programming 
through group needs assessments, 
relationships and networking. 

Contact our Program Director at
781-3200 for details.

�The Chamber, through their many 
programs, makes opportunities to build 
relationships. My word for the chamber: 
Facilitator!�

�AMY BRUMlOw, Body Works Chiropractic

Business-Education
Partnership
Cost: No additional cost to attend;
included in your Chamber partnership
Provide exposure for your business while 
you help develop your future workforce and 
meet many future customers! The Business-
Education Partnership pairs a local business 
with one of Bowling Green�s or Warren 
County�s schools. That business then serves 
to provide support for the school and vice 
versa. Throughout the year the school and 
business organize events together, share 
resources, provide volunteers and work 
together to bene�t each other. Everyone 
wins with a Business-Education Partnership. 

Contact our Program Director at
781-3200 for details.

�Our partnership has not been a one-way street. 
Working together to serve others has improved 
our internal teamwork on the job every day. The 
Business-Education Partnership has been a plus for 
us and our school!�

�JOE DaViS, Gerald Printing 
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South Central Kentucky 
Washington D.C. Fly-In  Cost: $1,000+
Help South Central Kentucky�s voice be heard 
by traveling with us to our nation�s Capitol 
to meet with our senators and congressmen. 
This three-day, two-night trip consists of 
meetings with Kentucky�s congressional 
delegation and Cabinet secretaries. 
Hotel accommodations, meal and travel 
arrangements once in Washington, DC are all 
coordinated for each attendee. You can take 
advantage of this opportunity to meet with 
our nation�s policymakers and share their 
ideas and needs for South Central Kentucky.

Contact our Program Director at 781-3200 
for additional information.

South Central Kentucky
Night with our Legislators
Cost: No additional cost to attend; included 
in your Chamber partnership
Mingle with our state legislators at this 
reception held in Frankfort, Ky., during the 
long legislative session (even numbered 
years). All Kentucky legislative delegates are 
invited to attend along with South Central 
Kentucky regional partners.

South Central Kentucky Night gives small 
business partners a chance to meet one-on-
one with our state legislators. You can talk 
politics or simply get to know the legislators.

Contact our Program Director at 781-3200 
for additional information.

Legislative Updates
Costs: minimal or no additional cost; 
included in your Chamber partnership
Legislative Updates keep you informed on 
legislative activity impacting small business 
and offer you the opportunity to interact 
with our legislators. 

Contact our Program Director at 781-3200 
for additional information.

�We�ve been a partner of the Chamber for 35 
years. We �nd that the Chamber offers a number 
of bene�ts to small businesses and helps introduce 
small businesses to our community. One program 
we enjoy as a partner is the Washington Updates. 
These legislative updates allow small businesses 
to have direct contact with those whose decisions 
affect our business every day.�

�JiM JOhNSON, Jim Johnson Nissan
   & Jim Johnson Hyundai
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Welcome Back WKU Festival
Cost: $150 booth rental;
extra space is an additional $100

Promote your business to more than 
2,000 Western Kentucky University 
students face-to-face in just a few hours. 
Come armed with giveaways and door 
prizes for the students. As a Chamber 
partner, you can display items from your 
business to entice Western Kentucky 
University students to do business with 
your company. This is an all-day event 
that takes place on Western Kentucky 
University�s South Lawn in August. 

Contact our Program Director at
781-3200 for additional information.

�This was a great event for my business. It 
is wonderful to have �rst contact with WKU 
students that are new to our community. Well 
worth participating in!�

�REGINA WEBB, Regina Webb Salon & Spa

Work Ethic Seal
Cost: No additional cost;
included in your Chamber partnership.

The Chamber organized the Work Ethic 
Seal program to recognize high school 
graduates who�ve met the criteria 
modeling strong work ethic. The Work 
Ethic Seal program includes sessions 
on attitude, business careers, ethics, 
interviews, job applications, resumes 
and cover letters. Additionally there 
are attendance, disciplinary, GPA and 
community service requirements. You 
can see the Work Ethic Seal listed on a 
resume and know the applicant has met 
these goals of dedicated and dependable 
performance.

Contact our Program Director at 781-3200 
for additional information.

�I really appreciate the Chamber coordinating this 
program. One of the biggest challenges for my 
small business is hiring the right personnel and 
avoiding turnover.�

�ChRiS ThOMpSON, Mancino�s Grinders & Pizza
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Online Discount Program
Cost: No additional cost to 
participate; Included in your 
Chamber partnership

Offer a special discount from your 
business on the Chamber�s web 
site and change it as often as you�d 
like! The discounts are available for 
anyone visiting our site, and the 
discount page link is included in the 
E-News forwarded weekly to the 
partnership email list.

Contact our Partnership 
Development Director at 781-3200 
for additional information.

Proud to be a Partner Logo
Cost: No additional cost; included
in your Chamber partnership

Display the Chamber�s �Proud to be a Chamber 
Partner� logo on your website. The Schapiro 
Group, an Atlanta-based research �rm, recently 
surveyed 2,000 Americans and found that 
chamber membership causes consumers to see 
a business in a more positive light and increases 
the likelihood that they will shop or purchase 
services from member businesses. The results 
for this segment are particularly striking. If a 
person knows that a small business is a member 
of the local chamber, the business will see a 
44% increase in consumer favorability ratings, 
a 51% increase in consumer awareness, and a 
63% increase in the likelihood of patronage. 
The logo can be pulled from the Chamber�s 
website by clicking on the Bene�ts tab and 
choosing Marketing Resources. 

Contact our Partnership Development Assistant 
at 781-3200 for additional information.

�The logo is something I proudly display at my business 
and on my website. It�s nice to have something to show 
that I�m a part of the Chamber, and it�s great for the 
customers to see as well.�

�ScOtt ThOMpSON, Thompson�s Trophy Center
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Partner Celebrations
Cost: No additional cost;
included in your Chamber partnership
Increase awareness of your special 
event by letting the Chamber help 
get the word out. The Chamber will 
promote your business� open house, 
news conference, event kick-off or 
special presentation to more than 
1,500+ Chamber representatives in the 
Chamber�s weekly E-News.
*Must meet Chamber guidelines.

Contact our Communications Director 
at 781-3200 for guidelines and 
additional information.

�It really helps that the Chamber can spread 
the word about our Safety Awareness Day 
kick-off.  Knowing the Chamber can include 
the event in its Weekly E-news Partner 
Celebrations section is a big deal to us!�

�JaNa SUblEtt, Hughes & Coleman

Community Room Rental
Cost: Rental rates vary 
If your business needs to host a 
meeting, event or workshop, as a 
Chamber partner you can hold it in 
the Chamber�s Community Room.

For rates and additional information 
contact our Receptionist/
Administrative Assistant at 781-3200.

�The Chamber facilities work well for our 
meetings. The Chamber has helped us 
work on developing leaders in the area, 
and we�ve reached a number of new 
businesses in Bowling Green.�

�Bill PaRSONS, Global Advanced-
Leadership Center 
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Buyer�s Guide 
Cost: No additional cost for �rst copy; 
$10 for each additional Buyer�s Guide; 
included in your Chamber partnership.
Your business is listed alphabetically 
and categorically with names of key 
personnel in this publication�3,500 
of which are delivered by our 
partners each year. The publication 
also includes an e-mail directory of 
Chamber partners for use when doing 
business with one another. 

Contact our Partnership Development 
Assistant at 781-3200 for additional 
information.

�I use the Chamber Buyer�s Guide just like 
a phone book�I always grab it �rst when I 
need to look up a company or organization. 
I always try to buy from and support 
companies that are Chamber partners. It 
is also a great tool for �nding contact 
information since it includes e-mail addresses 
as well as contact names for the business.�

�HEathER ROgERS, Junior Achievement of 
South Central Kentucky

Website Listing
Cost: No additional cost; included in 
your Chamber partnership; additional 
features available for a minimal fee
Anyone, at any time, can �nd your 
business online at www.bgchamber.com 
by visiting our online Buyer�s Guide. 
We give out more than 90,000 referrals 
online every month. As a Chamber 
partner, your business can be searched 
by business name or category. 

Contact our Partnership 
Development Director at 781-3200 
for additional information.
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Referrals
Cost: No additional cost; included 
in your Chamber partnership
The Chamber refers inquirers to 
your business every time they ask 
for your category! We receive 
more than 7,000 phone calls 
annually and that doesn�t include 
our online referrals.

Contact our Partnership 
Development Director at 781-3200 
for additional information.

�I�ve not only received business from
Chamber referrals, but I�ve used the
Chamber as a credible source to get 
a listing of businesses to consider for 
catering, gift ideas�nearly everything.�

�JiM ROShaN, Shutterbug Photo Mall

How to Start a Business in 
the Bowling Green Area
Cost: No additional cost; included
in your Chamber partnership
�How to Start a Business in the 
Bowling Green Area� is a helpful 
publication that provides information 
on preparing business plans, �nancing 
your business, obtaining business 
licenses, authorizations, and much 
more. Visit www.bgchamber.com for 
your online copy today.

SCORE
Cost: No additional cost; included in 
your Chamber partnership
Need help with your business plan? 
Want to talk to someone with 
experience in your �eld? You can 
receive free business advice from the 
Service Corp of Retired Executives. 

Contact our Receptionist/
Administrative Assistant at 781-3200 
for a list of SCORE representatives.
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Green Scene
Cost: No additional cost; included
in your Chamber partnership
Promote your sustainable or energy-
saving business practices through the 
Chamber! Your story will be published 
on the Chamber�s blog and then 
promoted in the Weekly E-News. 

Contact our Of�ce Manager at 781-3200 
for additional information.

�We were honored to be included in issue #1 
of the Chamber�s Green Scene and have not 
only had quite a few readers take notice of 
our little company because of this, we have 
referred many of our prospective ad clients and 
readers to this article as part of an introduction 
to our company.�

�StEVE ChaMpiON, Green River Publishers, Inc.

Brochure Rack
Cost: No additional cost; included 
in your Chamber partnership
Visitors enter the Chamber daily to 
inquire about different businesses, 
the community, relocation, and 
much more. Display your brochure 
in the Chamber�s brochure rack 
located in the Chamber�s lobby at 
710 College Street.

Contact our Receptionist/
Administrative Assistant at
781-3200 for guidelines.

15Small Business Programs
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Partnership Mailing
Labels and Disks
Cost: $100 labels; $250 disk;
$50 disk updates
Communicate directly with
our 1,300+ partners about your 
business to by ordering
partnership labels or a disk.

Contact our Partnership 
Development Assistant at 781-3200 
for additional information.

Relocation Packets
Cost: No additional cost for your 
�rst �ve; included in your Chamber 
partnership; cost applies if mailed or 
large quantities requested
Pick up a relocation packet that contains 
valuable information about relocating 
to the Bowling Green area, including a 
community pro�le for yourself or your 
new employee. Upon request, we will 
enclose information about real estate, 
school systems, and a Visitor�s Guide that 
lists motels/hotels, restaurants, shopping 
centers and local attractions. 

Contact our Receptionist/
Administrative Assistant at 781-3200 
for additional information.

�Thanks for all of your great communication. I work with several Chambers as I 
am responsible for the regional development of WAY-FM and the Bowling Green 
Chamber, from my personal experience, is the absolute best about communication�
which is of high value to me.�

�NicOlE MaRtiN, WAY-FM Media Group
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You will learn how to maximize the 
bene�ts of your partnership with the 
Chamber while meeting new people, 
potential clients and customers. New 
partners are personally invited to 
attend Chamber Orientation at least 
once during their �rst year. All existing 
partners are encouraged to attend to 
build their Chamber knowledge. The 
average attendance is 30-40 partners per 
orientation, which is held once per quarter.

Contact our Partnership
Development Director at 781-3200
for additional information.

�At the orientation, I met another new partner 
who is now a customer of mine. What a great 
welcome to the Chamber! I met lots of people 
at this event, and now I�m ready to attend the 
networking events and work with the Chamber 
to help my business in ways that I didn�t even 
know were available when I joined.�

�ROgER SwiatlOwSki, Snaktyme Vending

Orientations
Cost: No additional cost to attend; 
included in your Chamber partnership

New Partner Bene�ts
Cost: No additional cost; included in your Chamber partnership
You will receive special bene�ts your �rst year on board with the Chamber. These include 
publicity, marketing and valuable resources. Visit this link for a compete summary:
http://www.bgchamber.com/partner_bene�ts/New_Partner_Bene�ts

Contact our Partnership Development Director at 781-3200 for additional information.

�I was introduced at the Chamber�s Coffee Hour, listed in the Newsletter and was even featured in 
the Chamber�s Spotlight on Small Business. I can de�nitely attribute business that followed to being  
a partner of the Chamber. Joining the Chamber was a good decision for my small business. As a 
matter of fact, the Chamber was one of my very �rst clients!�

�DON GERaRd, JR., Land Shark Shredding
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Any Chamber event is an opportunity for your 
business. Whether we�re recognizing a special 
achievement by a person or industry with a 
news conference or luncheon, coordinating an 
event hosting our legislators, or celebrating the 
accomplishments of the Chamber as we do at the 
Annual Dinner with 800+ in attendance, you can 
work the room and reap the bene�t.

Contact our Program Director at 781-3200 for 
additional information.

�We joined the Chamber even before we opened the doors 
in January 2005. We researched several other networking 
opportunities, but the Chamber is by far the best way to 
reach our community both on a social and professional 
platform. The staff is friendly and knowledgeable and 
constantly working to enrich the business community in 
Bowling Green.  The various Chamber functions provide 
many ways to meet other business owners and share ideas 
for growing and sharing our services.�

�DESiREE Hall, Paradise Vacations 

Special Events
Cost: Prices vary
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Chamber Golf Challenge
Cost: $100 per player
You can participate in this excellent 
networking event that includes cash 
prizes, contests and awards all the while 
enjoying a great round of golf! The event 
is limited to 30 teams, tees off at 11 a.m. 
and includes lunch. 

Volunteer at the Chamber Golf Challenge 
if you aren�t a golfer! Mix and mingle 
with the more than 150 players and 
volunteers. You will meet other Chamber 
partners while helping with registration, 
riding on the snack cart or manning a 
table at one of the holes. Sponsorships
are also available, providing your
business exposure at the event.

Contact our Program Director at
781-3200 for additional information.

Small Business
Appreciation Luncheon
Cost: $25
Celebrate with fellow small business 
partners! Chamber partners come 
together to celebrate small business 
and honor the Small Business Person 
of the Year. 

Contact our Program Director at
781-3200 for additional information.

Make sure to join us for Small Business Appreciation Week
in May! Plenty of activities are planned including the Small Business 
Appreciation Luncheon honoring the Small Business Person of the Year, the 
Women in Business Breakfast and the Chamber Golf Challenge. Registration 
for these events is available online at www.bgchamber.com starting in March.

Additional Chamber
bene�ts and services are listed 

at www.bgchamber.com
19Small Business Programs
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710 College Street | P.O. Box 51
Bowling Green, KY 42102

Phone 270.781.3200
Toll Free 866.330.2422

Fax 270.843.0458

Chamber Mission

We provide valuable services to our partners,
advocate a positive business environment and stimulate
economic development for South Central Kentucky




